262                                      MISCELLANIES,
her wish that he should not hear of her danger till the worst were over. The Jena Surgeon gave hopes of recovery, though a slow one; but ere long the operation had to be repeated, and now it was feared that his patient's strength was too far exhausted. The young maiden bore all this with inflexible courage and the cheerfulest resignation: her Mother and Sister, Novalis, with his Parents and two of his Brothers, all deeply interested in the event, did their utmost to comfort her. In December, by her own wish, she returned home; but it was evident that she grew weaker and weaker. Novalis went and came between Griiningen and Weissenfels, where also he found a house of mourning; for Erasmus, one of these two Brothers, had long been sickly, and was now believed to be dying.
'The 17th of March,1 says Tieck, 'was the fifteenth birthday of his Sophie; and on the 19th, about noon, she departed. "No one durst tell Novalis these tidings; at last his Brother Carl undertook it. The poor youth shut himself up, and after three days and three nights of weeping, set out for Arnstadt, that there, with his true friend, he might "be near tlie spot, which now hid the remains of what was dearest to him. On the 14th of April, his Brother Erasmus also left this world. Novalis wrote to inform his Brother Carl of the event, who had been obliged to make a journey into Lower Saxony: "Be of good courage," said lie, " Erasmus has prevailed; the flowers of our fair garland are dropping off Here, one by one, that they may be united Yonder, lovelier and forever."'
Among the papers published in these Volumes are three letters, written, about this time, which mournfully indicate the author's mood. ' It has grown Evening around me,' says he, l while I was looking into the red of Morning. My grief 6 is bouodless as my love. For three years she has been my ' hourly thought. She alone bound me to life, to the country, *to my occupations, With her I am parted from all; for